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1887. Excerpt: ... over intervening valleys
and forests, they suggest a village, a
community there. But, after all, it is a
secondary consideration whether there are
human dwellings beneath them. These may
have long since passed away. I find that
into my idea of the village has entered
more of the elm than of the human being.
They are worth many a political borough.
They constitute a borough. The poor
human representative of his party sent out
from beneath their shade will not suggest a
tithe of the dignity, the true nobleness and
comprehensiveness of view, the sturdiness
and independence, and serene beneficence
that they do. They look from township to
township.... They battle with the tempests
of a century. See what scars they bear,
what limbs they lost before we were born.
Yet they never adjourn, they steadily vote
for their principles, and send their roots
farther and wider from the same centre.
They die at their posts, and they leave a
tough butt for the choppers to exercise
themselves about, and a stump which
serves for their monument. They attend no
caucus, they make no compromise, they
use no policy. Their one principle is
growth. They combine a true radicalism
with a true conservatism. Their radicalism
is not a cutting away of roots, but a
multiplication and extension of them under
all surrounding institutions. They take a
firmer hold on the earth that they may rise
higher into the heavens.... Their
conservatism is a dead but solid
heart-wood which is the pivot and firm
column of support to all their growth,
appropriating nothing to itself, but forever,
by its support, assisting to extend the area
of their radicalism. Half a century after
they are dead at the core, they are
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preserved by radical reforms. They do not,
like men, from radicals turn conservatives.
Their ...
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