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1880 Excerpt: ...fynde By-fore the noble
goddesse Nature; And everiche of hem
dede his besy cure Benygnely to chese or
for to take 370 By hire a-cord his formel or
his make.4 But to the poynt,--Nature held
on hire hond A formele egle, of shap the
gentilleste That evere she a-mong hire
werkis fond; The moste benygne and the
goodlieste; In hire was everi vertu at his
reste So fer forth, that Nature hire-selfe
hadde blysse To loke on hire and ofte hire
bek to kysse. Nature, vicarye of the
almyghty Lord, 379 That hot, cold, hevy,
lyghte, moyst, and dreye Hath knyt, with
evene noumberis of a-cord,6 In esy voys
gan for to speke and seye, Foulis, take hed
of myn centence, I preye, And, for yore ese
in fortheryng of youre nede, s faste as I
may speke I wele yow speede. 1 Adultery.
s Long-lived thrush. s A moratory bird of
the thrush tribe, which vis1ts England in
the season of frost. 4 Female or mate B In
proper proportion. SEYNT
VOLANTYNYS DAY. 345 Ye knowe wel
how Seynt Volantynys day, By myn statute
and thorgh myn governaunce, Ye come for
to cheese--and fle youre wey--Youre
makis, as I prike yow with plesaunce; But
natheles myn ryghtful ordenaunce 390 May
I nat breke for al this world to wynne, That
he that most is worthi shal begynne. The
terslet egle, as that ye knowe ful wel, The
foul ryal, a-bovyn every degre, The wyse
and worthi, secre, trewe as stel, Whiche I
have formyd as ye may wel se In every part
as it best likyth me,--It nedith not his shap
yow to devyse,--He shal ferst schese and
spekyn in his gyse. And aftyr hym by
ordere shul they chese, Aftyr youre kynde,
everich as ye lykyth, 401 And as youre hap
is shul ye wynne or lese; But which of yow
that love most entrikyths God synde hym
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hire that sorest for him sykyth. And
therw...
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