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The New Inn prevails in the minds of
students of English literature: first, as to the
authors relations with the public at the time
of its presentation; and secondly, as to the
relation in which the play stands to the
poets other comedies. Jonson himself, and
his partisans, as well as his detractors, have
been responsible for the prominence which
has been given to the damning of the piece;
and the event has been so magnified and
distorted that the only picture which is
conjured up, when the name of this comedy
is mentioned, is one of poor old Ben,
driven from the boards by the jeers of
personal enemies. Inconsistently linked
with this is the idea that the play, thus
unmercifully hissed off the stage by the
dramatists foes, was a work of imbecility
and dotage: a play written when the palsy,
laying hold upon his powers, led to the
production of a monstrosity wholly unlike
the other offspring of the poets brain. In the
Introduction I have discussed the known
facts concerning the presentation of The
New I nn, and have reviewed the evidence
which goes to show that the reception of
this play differed but little from that of
contemporary productions similarly
lacking in the qualities essential to
dramatic success ;that the events of the first
night were not particularly exciting to any
one but Ben Jonson ;and that no personal
note sounded in the uproar with which the
drama was greeted.(Typographical errors
above are due to OCR software and dont
occur in the book.)About the Publisher
Forgotten Books is a publisher of historical
writings, such as: Philosophy, Classics,
Science, Religion, History, Folklore and
Mythology.Forgotten Books Classic
Reprint Series utilizes the latest technology
to regenerate facsimiles of historically
important writings. Careful attention has
been made to accurately preserve the
original format of each page whilst
digitally enhancing the aged text.
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