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1879 Excerpt: ...gliding into the room, and
beckoning Wolfgang from it. He looked
again. Wolfgang was gone. At that moment
twelve oclock clanged from the town, and
Otto started up. CHAPTER IX. THE
LADY OF WINDECK. As the bell with
iron tongue called midnight, Wolfgang the
Archer, pacing on his watch, beheld before
him a pale female figure. He did not know
whence she came: but there suddenly she
stood close to him. Her blue, clear, glassy
eyes were fixed upon him. Her form was of
faultless beauty; her face pale as the marble
of the fairy statue, ere yet the sculptors
love had given it life. A smile played upon
her features, but it was no warmer than the
reflection of a moon-beam on a lake; and
yet it was wondrous beautiful. A
fascination stole over the senses of young
Wolfgang. He stared at the lovely
apparition with fixed eyes and distended
jaws. She looked at him with ineffable
archness. She lifted one beautifully
rounded alabaster arm, and made a sign as
if to beckon him towards her. Did
Wolfgang--the young and lusty
Wolfgang--follow? Ask the iron whether it
follows the magnet?--ask the pointer
whether it pursues the partridge through the
stubble?--ask the youth whether the
lollipop-shop does not attract him?
Wolfgang did follow. An antique door
opened, as if by magic. There was no light,
and yet they sawquite plain: they passed
through the innumerable ancient chambers,
and yet they did not wake any of the owls
and bats roosting there. We know not
through how many apartments the young
couple passed; but at last they came to one
where a feast was prepared; and on an
antique table, covered with massive silver,
covers were laid for two. The lady took her
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place at one end of the table, and with her
Bweetest nod beckoned Wolfgang to the
other seat. He took it. The table was ...
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