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1866 edition. Excerpt: ... Bore witness
gloriously; whence Gaza mourns, And all
that band them to resist His uncontrollable
intent: His servants Hoj with new acquist1
Of true experience, from this great event
m0 With peace and consolation hath
dismist, And calm of mind all passion
spent. 1 Acquist: acquisition. COMUS:
PRESENTED AT LUDLOW CASTLE,
1634, BEFORE JOHN, EARL OF
BR1DGEWATER,1 THEN PRESIDENT
OF WALES. TO THE EIGHT
HONOURABLE JOHN LOED
VISCOUNT BRACKLEY,a Bon And Heir
Apparent To The Earl Of Bridoewater, Etc.
My Lord, This poem, which received its
first occasion of birth from yourself and
others of your noble family, and much
honour from your own person in the
performance, now returns again to make a
final dedication of itself to you. Although
not openly acknowledged3 by the author,
yet it is a legitimate offspring, so lovely,
and so much desired, that the often copying
of it hath tired my pen to give my several
friends satisfaction, and brought me to a
necessity of producing it to the public
view; and now to offer it up in all rightful
devotion to those fair hopes, and rare
endowments of your much promising
youth, which give a full assursTfrce, to all
that know you, of a future excellence. Live,
sweet Lord, to be the honour of your name,
and receive this as your own, from the
hands of him, who hath by many favours
been long obliged to your most honoured
parents, and as in this representation your
attendant Thyrsis, so now in all real
expression, Your faithful and most humble
Servant, H. LAWES.4 I 1 John Earl of
Bridgewater, before whom Comus was first
presented, and whose sons and daughter
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performed the characters of the Brothers
and the Lady. It is said that thess latter had
been benighted in Haywood Forest, and
that Milton founded Comus on this in...
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