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From a small and rudely-built log-cabin a
sturdy boy of four years issued, and looked
earnestly across the clearing to the pathway
that led through the surrounding forest. His
bare feet pressed the soft grass, which
spread like a carpet before the door. What
are you looking for, Jimmy? asked his
mother from within the humble dwelling.
Im looking for Thomas, said Jimmy. Its
hardly time for him yet. He wont be
through work till after sunset. Then I wish
the sun would set quick, said Jimmy. That
is something we can not hasten, my son.
God makes the sun to rise and to set in its
due season. This idea was probably too
advanced for Jimmys comprehension, for
he was but four years of age, and the
youngest of a family of four children. His
father had died two years before, leaving a
young widow, and four children, the eldest
but nine, in sore straits. A long and severe
winter lay before the little family, and they
had but little corn garnered to carry them
through till the next harvest. But the young
widow was a brave woman and a devoted
mother.
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