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It was not her beauty which made Irene
Gaspic unusual, although she was
bewitchingly pretty; nor yet her wit, her
cleverness, or her wealth, albeit she was
well endowed with all these good gifts:
other girls were pretty, and wise, and witty,
and rich. It was something far more piquant
and rare which marked Irene as different
from her mates, the fact being that from her
great-aunt on the mothers side, an old lady
who for nearly ninety years displayed to
her fellow-mortals one of the most singular
characters possible, Irene had inherited the
power of seeing ghosts.
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